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Winchester Disc Drive

Chapter 1
General Information

® General Description
® Technical Specifications

General Description

The Winchester disc drive is a random access storage device utilizing up to three non-remova-
ble 5 1/4-inch discs or platters as storage media. Each surface employs one movable head to
service 153/306 data tracks. The platter configurations (triple, dual, and single) of the Winches-
ter drives used in the 913X products appear next:

ST506 - Dual-Platter 5-Mbyte (early units)

ST406 - Single-Platter 5-Mbyte (improved track density)

ST412 - Dual-Platter 10-Mbyte (improved track density)

ST419 - Triple-Platter 15-Mbyte (improved track density)

Mechanical and contamination protection for the heads, actuator, and discs is provided by an
impact-resistant aluminum enclosure. Both electronic printed circuit assemblies are mounted
outside this enclosure. A self-contained recirculating system supplies clean air through a 0.3-
micron filter. A second port in the filter assembly allows pressure equalization with ambient air
without chance of contamination.

Figure 1-1. The Winchester Disc Drive
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